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I heard to-day from a Swedish doctor that marmalade cancer is
spreading rapidly among women and children in Germany as the
result of eating synthetic foods.
I had an interview with Mrs. Handel-Booth, wife of the M.P. She
is a cousin of the Countess Zenardi Landi,* whom she describes as
a problem child from her early childhood. Mrs. Handel-Booth's
mother was a sister of old Mrs. Kaiser, and had stayed with the Kaiser
family in Vienna, She met Lili (her cousin of royal pretensions) a
short time before The Secret of an Empress was published, but never
mentioned to me the gist of the book, which is regarded in the family
as^a joke.
I sent for Silivanoff, attached to the Russian mission at Vickers.
He was the typical stage spy to look at. He had been overheard abus-
ing the English and Russian Governments to his wife in a railway
carriage, confessing to his landlady that he had been imprisoned in
Siberia. He had abused the detective sent to interview him and had
been receiving letters addressed " Poste Restante." Since I began to
ask questions he demanded to have the room cleared, and he would
then tell me everything. It then appeared that he was a Russian secret
agent. He had been exiled to Siberia as a -revolutionary and had then
turned informer and was sent to France three or four years ago,
where he married a Jewish anarchist girl, who did not know his present
employment. I hear he keeps up the fiction by talking revolution, and
she, being a real revolutionary, acts as a cover for him. Then and
there I made a bargain with him that he should remain unmolested
on condition that all his information bearing on movements in
England should be handed over to me. Thus I secured a valuable
informant for nothing.
Jan. ig. I saw Maxse, the Consul General in Holland. He gave me
various interesting views from Dutch and German sources. A German
deserter confirmed the fact that two of the new standardised Zeppelins
had been destroyed by their own crews for fear of having to come
over in them. In Holland there is an association for German deserters,
who number many hundreds. At Essen there seems to have been a
good deal of sabotage during the riots at Leipzig. The soldiers refused
to fire on the mob, and they had to call out Turkish troops to do it.
* See July 28, Aug. 4, 1916.